
Warm Up

Share - A friends asks you, “Do you believe there is a hell? If so, what is it like?” What do you
tell them?

Unquenchable fire, gnashing of teeth. Reside with the devil and all his evil angels. Forever.
Outer darkness. Flesh worm never destroyed. Residents destroyed - rendered beyond repair

Many people find it hard to believe that a loving God would send anyone to hell. Treating
it as a sincere question, how would you answer them?
That is a very good question. Thanks for allowing me to share a couple of insights from
the Bible. God is both loving and just. Those who will spend eternity in hell are those
who died telling the Living God to “Leave them alone. To get out of their life.” That’s
exactly what hell is. The place where God removes his presence and the blessings that
come with it. The blessings they enjoyed while despising him, the Source. That is only
just and right. Besides, those who considered things that are sin, would hate heaven - a
place where there is no sin. Letting people who love sin reside in heaven would make
heaven as miserable as this life. Heaven is the home of righteousness. Those who hate
righteousness will not be tortured with what they despise.  

1. Sermon for August 2, 2020

Text: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

Theme: Rejoice, discovering why Jesus said, “No, not yet!”

Share your questions or comments regarding Sunday’s sermon.

Share your questions or comments regarding Sunday’s sermon text.

2. Jesus’ first parable was the Sower and the Seed. Right away Jesus’ disciples came to him
asking, “Why do you speak to them in parables?” After answering that question Jesus taught
the parable of the Weeds among the Wheat. Even after Jesus decoded the first parable, the
disciples needed help with this one. They waited for privacy to ask Jesus to explain it. The
explanations of the two parables provide the instruction we need to understand Jesus’ parables.

 Compare what the seeds represent in these two parables.
Here: good seed = sons of the kingdom;  weed seed = sons of the Evil One.

1st Parable: seed = God’s word, especially the gospel.

 Compare the sowers. Who do they represent in these two parables.
Sower of the good seed = the Son of Man - Jesus, the Christ

Sower of the weed seed = the Devil (deceiver)

1st Parable: Sower - anyone broadcasting God’s word

 Identify: the field   -   harvest   -   reapers   -   fiery furnace   -   barn   -   servants 
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 A question about an American word: What is a barn? What is a barn used for?
In the Midwest barn is a place for animals, hay, straw and maybe equipment.

Grain is stored in a granary or a bin. The term used here: a storage place for grain.

3. Israel struggled with a reality that still bothers people today. Paul answers it: not all who are
descended from Israel are really Israel,…  Romans 9:6

 Share examples of people today who still miss Paul’s point.

Those who think all people of Jewish heritage/blood will be saved on that last day.

The State of Israel is God’s people. The land of Israel is still the Promised land.

Even assuming that everyone in the Church is really a Christian.

 Jesus explained that he had started teaching in parables because some in the crowd, like in
Isaiah’s day, were hearers of the word, but were not believers, i.e. children of God. Explain
how this parable addresses that situation and how believers are to respond to that situation.

The crowd was a blend of believers (sons of the kingdom) and unbelievers (sons of the Evil
One). As believers could identify the unbelievers in the crowd - what were they to do with
these people and their potential influence on believers - especially the weak?

Zealous believers might want to treat the church like the OT people - take them out and
stone them. Jesus teaches we do not use the sword to deal with unbelieving neighbors.

4. What are the dangers of a believer living in a community with unbelieving neighbors?
They can be a temptation. They normalize sin. They can influence us in way we don’t
recognize and especially have a negative influences on the immature believers.

 What happens when a community of believers starts using the sword to deal with beliefs that
are contrary to God’s Word?

Lot’s of bad stuff! They condemn unbelievers to hell by death or by reaction of Xians. It
becomes a witch hunt among believers. Christian’s can be come hypocrites, conforming on
the surface, while not having a change of heart. Law motivated vs. Gospel changed.

 List blessings God provides his people by having them live in communities with unbelievers.
Both our lives and our words have the potential to win them over to Christ.

The challenges they provided to our faith are opportunities to grow in Christ - our life of
repentance and maturity.

5. The end of the world (Judgment Day) is pure good news - pure mercy - to those who are in
Christ. List what we’re looking forward to, first noting things Jesus revealed in our text. 

We will be fully rescued from sin and be 100% righteous. Amen! We will live in a place
completely free from sin’s temptation and influence, sin gone around and in me. With God.
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First Lesson: Joel 3:12-16

6. The book of Joel provides no details that allow us to know when Joel served as Yahweh’s
prophet. If the Valley of Jehoshaphat is a reference to the place where Yahweh destroyed the
Moabite, Ammorite, and Mt. Seir horde in the presence of Judah and King Jehoshaphat,
without his people lifting a finger, then Joel ministered sometime after 848 BC. But since
Jehoshaphat means Yahweh judges this could be a figurative name, not a literal location.

Either way, how do we know this text depicts Judgment Day at the end of this world?
V. 15, the same language used for the end of the Last Days in Joel 2:31

The nations is the Hebrew word of unbeliever (Gentiles, those without the word)

7. No doubt this text was chosen to match the harvest reference in the Gospel Lesson. What does
the harvest reference in v. 13 tell us about the Last Day and God’s timing?

The world is ripe for judgment. The measure of his cup of wrath has been filled. Going
beyond God’s grace and mercy.

8. What does the name Valley of Decision communicate to you?
To me there are 2 potential confusions. 

1) God is making up his mind that day, making a decisions.

2) This is a place where people have one last change to made up their mind to follow God.

The Hebrew comes from a term meaning to make a sharp cut - with a threshing instrument.
It can refer to a moat or trench cut. It is used for a decisive decision. That’s final! To me it
would be clearer to call it the Valley of the Verdict - Verdict Valley. 

9. What is the only hope - the sure hope - for God’s people on Judgment Day according to v. 16?
Yahweh is our refuge, our stronghold. We are safe in and with him. We rely on him.

It is not our faith, or our life, or anything to do with us.
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Second Lesson: Romans 8:26-27

10. Note the context.
23 And not only creation, but also we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan
inwardly while we eagerly await our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body. 

26 In the same way the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we should pray for,
but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that are not expressed in words.

 What common threads do you spot in these 2 verses?
The Spirit - our groaning in this sin cursed world.

 Verse 26 starts with In the same way… What’s the similarity?
The only thing I can comes up with - as the Spirit gives us hope with the end, so he gives us
hope now with this help.

11. What weakness in the child of God does Paul reference here? How does God compensate?
While we want what God wants, in our groaning we sometimes don’t know what to ask for.
We may have a sense for it, but we can’t articulate it - put it into words.

God’s solution - the Holy Spirit Helper (Paraclete) presents our petitions to God for us -
communicating in groans that can’t be put into words

12. List how this intercession of the Spirit helps us in our weak state of this life.
He can and does clearly communicate with the Father, in a God’s pleasing way.

God promises to care and act for our good in response to such prayers.

This shows pure grace. Our prayers are not answered because we a) asked, or b) said it the
right way. They are answered by our Gracious God because he cares for us.

The Spirit addresses issues that make us groan (long). This too gives us hope now. 
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